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Subtract on the number line 

To subtract on the number line, we jump backward.  

        

 
 
 

                                 7 – 4 =  3 

 

       Start from 7, take 4 jumps backward, you will reach 3 
 

 

Properties of subtraction 
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3. When you subtract 0 from 

any number the answer is 

the same number.  

Eg: 4 – 0 = 4 

 

1. When you subtract 1 from 

any number the answer is 

the number before it.  

Eg: 6 – 1 = 5 

 

2. When you subtract a number from itself the answer is 

always 0.  

Eg: 5 – 5 = 0 

 

6. When you subtract 0 from 

any number the answer is 

the same number.  

Eg: 4 – 0 = 4 

 

4. When you subtract 1 from 

any number the answer is 

the number before it.  

Eg: 6 – 1 = 5 

 

5. When you subtract a number from itself the answer is 

always 0.  

Eg: 5 – 5 = 0 

 


